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A message from Pastor Quinn

The Minor Prophets: Jonah

“Forty more days and Nineveh will be over-
turned’' (Jonah 3:4).

Eight words. That’s it. Contained in the fifth book of
the Minor Prophets is one prophetic message and that
prophecy is only eight words long. The rest of the
book is the account of Jonah and his divine call to
serve those citizens of Nineveh with God’s prophetic
message. Most people know of Jonah because of his
brief episode with the whale. But this inspired his-
torical account really isn’t about the great fish. It’s
not even really about Jonah. It is about God and his
gracious and patient dealings both with the unbeliev-
ers in the great city of Nineveh and with his reluctant
prophet, Jonah. It’s about God’s gracious and patient
dealing with you and me.

Jonah, son of Amittai, was a man from a small Gali-
lean town not far from Nazareth. He served the
Northern Kingdom of Israel before and during the
reign of King Jeroboam 11 (793 B.C. to 753 B.C.).
Jonah prophesied a restoration of the borders of Israel
under King Jeroboam II after a time of territorial loss
and military setback (2 Kings 14:25). However, the
[sraelites failed to use this time of grace to repent of
their many sins of idolatry.

Assyria was the powerful nation to the north of Israel.
Eventually, God would use this nation to punish Is-
rael and her wicked kings by taking them into exile.
At Jonah’s time Assyria was in decline. In fact, be-
cause of their sin and the great wickedness of Nine-
veh God was planning on destroying this large city
and everything in it. But, before he carried this plan
out, God intended to offer the Ninevites an opportu-
nity to repent. The one he chose to bring that mes-
sage to Nineveh was Jonah.
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Jonah, however, wanted nothing to do with the
Ninevites. He proved himself to be spoiled and self-

centered. He would rather see the great city of Nine-
veh perish than take the chance that God would have
compassion on it. So, when God called Jonah to
preach in Nineveh, Jonah went as fast and as far as he
could in the opposite direction. But the same patience
and gracious concern God was showing to the people
of Nineveh, he demonstrated to his reluctant prophet
as well.

During a storm of God’s sending Jonah was thrown
into the depths of the sea from the ship he was using
to run away from God’s call. But, God provided a
great fish to swallow Jonah and preserved his life for
three days inside that great fish. During this episode
Jonah began to see how he too was an object of the
Lord’s compassion and prayed a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing to the God of his salvation (Jonah 2:1-9). Then
Jonah obeyed the Lord’s call and took his eight word
prophetic message to the unbelieving city of Nineveh,
and God’s Word worked. Even though it was spoken
by a reluctant prophet the people of Nineveh repented
in dust and sackcloth, from the poorest beggar to the
king himself. God had compassion and spared the
great city of Nineveh and all its inhabitants.

That isn’t where the Biblical account ends, though.
Jonah still hadn’t finished learning about God’s com-
passion. It is a lesson we all need to take to heart.
Remember that you are the object of God’s compas-
sion, of his undeserved love, of his forgiveness for
Jesus’ sake. Remembering that will help you share
that compassion, love, and forgiveness when someone
sins against you. Take a look at Jonah’s short book to
remind yourself just how “gracious and compassion-
ate...slow to anger and abounding in love™ (Jonah
4:2)the LORD is.




Coming up in May

May 3 Confirmation
May 4 No LES
May 5 Riverside 2:00 PM
Ladies Guild 7:15 PM
Board of Trustees 7:30 PM
May 6 Bible Class 8:30 AM
Hearts in Focus 6:30
Choir 8:00 PM
May 9 Outside Work Day 9:00 AM
May 10 Mother’s Day
Confirmands’ Reception 9:00 AM
May 12 Riverside 2:00 PM
Church Council 7:00 PM
May 13 Bible Class 8:30 AM
Hearts in Focus 6:30 PM
Choir 8:00 PM
May 19 Riverside 2:00 PM
May 20 Bible Class 8:30 AM
Hearts in Focus 6:30 PM
Choir 8:00 PM
May 21 Home & School Society 6:30 PM
May 24 Summer Worship Schedule begins
May 25 Memorial Day—No LES May
May 26 Elders 7:00 PM
May 27 Bible Class 8:30 AM

Hearts in Focus 6:30 PM
Choir 8:00 PM

Summer Worship Schedule Begins
On Sunday, May 24th we will begin our Summer
Schedule which means we will have our first worship
service at 8:00 AM, Family Sunday School at 9:15
and worship at 10:00 AM. Worshiping together dur-
ing the summer is just one more way to keep our fo-
cus on what’s most important in our lives .

Teacher Appreciation Week

The Home & School Society has designated May 5-8
Teacher Appreciation Week here at Good Shepherd.
If you see your child’s teacher next week, please let
them know how much you appreciate all their work.
Please remember all of our teachers: Mr Thies, Mrs
Seifert, Mrs Tafel, Mrs Dana Schwab and Mrs
Marilyn Schwab.

On Tuesday the Home & School Society asks that
your student bring in a card and/or a special treat for
their teacher.

On Friday, each teacher will be receiving a gift card
to let them know, in a small way, how much they are

appreciated for all the hard work they do. The gift
cards were purchased by the Home & School Society.

School Play

The children of Good Shepherd played to a full house
when they gave their annual school play Sunday,
April 26. The children in Mrs. Tafel’s room gave the
play Too Much Noise. The second play was I Need a
Vacation and was performed by the 3-8 graders.

Members of the Home & School Society served a
light lunch immediately after our second service and
before the plays began.

Much deserved credit goes to the members of the
Home & School Society for all the hard work they do
and all they accomplish.

Altar Flowers

We have changed florists. From now on we will be
ordering from the Lil Pear Tree on Main Street in
downtown Midland. We have encouraged people to
put down a preference for what they wished but flow-
ers were becoming increasingly expensive and some-
times the arrangements looked skimpy. To maintain
the $40 price for two arrangements the Lil Pear Tree
will make a designer’s choice, allowing them to take
advantage of seasonal flowers. If you want some-
thing specific like roses or Gerber daisies they will be
available but at an increase in price. We hope this
will make our altar flowers more pleasing. There will
also be a §3 delivery fee.

Confirmation
May 3 is Confirmation Day for the following young
people in our congregation:

Cheyenne Lehman
Emily Maraskine
Morgan McGinnis
Ethan Peil

Aaron Pretzer
Megan Schoch

May 10 will be Mother’s Day this year and we will
also be honoring our new confirmands with cake and
punch in the fellowship hall between the 8 o’clock
and the 10:45 am worship service. The congregation
is invited to participate in this very special welcoming
opportunity to greet and congratulate the new mem-
bers into our communion feflowship.



Volunteers

Could you volunteer to help with some of the many
things that need to be done at Good Shepherd? No
organization can function without a certain amount of
volunteer time and churches, in particular, rely heav-
ily on volunteers to fill in the corners for various pro-
jects. Folding church bulletins, listening to children
read, being Picture Lady or Picture Dad, doing the
Crusader Connection, and doing copy work for the
teachers are just some of the things that volunteers are
doing currently at Good Shepherd. If you are avail-
able for a couple of hours each week, or even once a
month, please call the office at 835-4181 and see if
there’s something that you can help out with.

Currently we need someone to put together the Cru-
sader Connection each Thursday morning. Elaine
Roslund who has so faithfully done this for the past
two years is now working at Elder Beerman’s and
her schedule doesn’t always allow her to volunteer on
Thursday mornings. If you could help in this project,
it would be greatly appreciated.

News from the April Voters’ Assembly

Here are the actions taken at the Voters® Assembly on
Tuesday, April 21st, 2009.

MEMBERSHIP TRANSACTIONS:
Transfers In:

Reception of Greg and Melissa Starke as com-
municant members and Ryan and Ethan Starke
as baptized members by transfer from St
Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, our sister
congregation in Saginaw MI on the basis of
their oral request to Pastor Quinn 22 January
2009.

Reception of Mike Sosinski (Lindsay’s hus-
band) as a communicant member by transfer
from St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church,
our sister congregation in Saginaw MI on the
basis of his oral request to Pastor Quinn 19
January 2009.

Reception of Communicant Members:

Reception of Lindsay Sosinski (Mike’s wife) as
a communicant member on the basis of her pro-
fession of faith 8 March 2009.
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Transfers Out:

Transfer of Luke and Stephanie Fryer to Bethel
Evangelical Lutheran Church, our sister congre-
gation in Bay City, ML

Releases:

Release of Art Klawuhn based on his oral re-
quest to Pastor Seifert 3 March 2009.

BUSINESS:

Joe Tafel was elected as a delegate for District
Convention (June 9-11 at SVSU).

The Voters approved shortening a pew for a
handicap/wheelchair spot when the pews are be-
ing recovered this summer. The cost for shorten-
ing the pew is $125. The back pew just inside the
door would be shortened to remove a damaged
section.

The Voters approved to reimburse mileage at the
IRS rate making up the difference between the
lowered Synod mileage rate (currently $.40) and
the IRS rate (currently $.55) for church business
mileage reimbursed by the Synod.

The Voters approved keeping Pastor Quinn’s
compensation on the same basis as the rest of our
called workers, by paying the difference between
the Synod Compensation Guidelines and the sal-
ary freeze for called workers through our budget
year.

The Voters approved a representative of the
Church Council to provide financial information
regarding Good Shepherd and Synod after Sun-
day services.

Outside Work Day

Saturday, May 9th has been set aside for an outside
work day at Good Shepherd. When spring comes
there are always things to be done to bring the area
around Good Shepherd looking well. If you can help,
please do. The old adage “Many hands make light
work” still holds true today.



Armed Forces Memorial Board
An Armed Forces Memorial Board will be prepared
soon to honor members of Good Shepherd who have
served our country in war and in peace. If we do not
have your name down and the specific information
that you would like on a plaque, please call the office
with the correct information.

Currently we have these names:

Glenn Garchow, Marines, Navy, Coast Guards Re-
serves

LTC Kenneth Bow, 28 years U. S. Army Reserves,
served from 1962-1991

Len Lehman, U. S. Air Force, Cold War

Dan Lehman, U.S. Marine Corp

Ted Lehman, Michigan National Guards, Desert
Storm

Mitch A. McGill, Sgt, Air Force 1974-78

Greg Lyvere, Marines ES Sgt. 1972-1976

Guy Watrous, E4 - U.S. Army Airborne, 1959-1963
Lovell Kain, Sgt. Army Korean War

Jack Hillis, WWI]I

Rhoda Daniel, Iraq

LTC Ronald Daniel, Afghanistan

Tom Fryer Spec-4, Army 1965-1966 Vietnam
Gary Garchow, Coast Guards

Bill Prince, U. S. Navy

Craig Schuette, U.S. Navy

David Altman, U. S. Army

Joseph Tafel has contacted Honorable Mention in
Midland that specializes in this particular field.
There will only be room on the brass plate for the
name and the branch of the service they served in.

School News From Mr. Thies
The next meeting of our Home and School Society is
scheduled for Thursday, May 21, 2009, beginning at
6:30pm.

The Board of Education recently approved a 3% dis-
count for any family that pays their child’s 2009-10
school registration fee in full, on or before our open-
ing service. Our opening service is scheduled to be
held on Tuesday, September 8, 2009. If your family
has already paid your school fee, you may request
your 3% discount as a refund, or you may choose to
apply it to your child’s hot lunch costs for next year.

If your son/daughter will be entering Kindergarten
this fall, a school visitation day has been scheduled

for Tuesday, May 19, 2009, from 9:00am to 11:15am.

If you can volunteer some of your time for the 2009-
2010 school year, please stop by and speak to Mr.
Thies. Signup sheets for next year’s volunteer needs
are now available. Many volunteer opportunities are
still available!

Friday, May 135, is our all-school track meet at Michi-
gan Lutheran Seminary’s Cardinal Field. The field is
located on Mackinaw Road, in Saginaw. The day’s
events will begin at 8:45am with an opening devo-
tion. All of our students in grades K-8 will be partici-
pating in 3 events. A schedule of the day’s events
will be sent home as soon as the meet date arrives.
We encourage families to attend. Bring lawn chairs
and sun block - perhaps even parkas and umbrel-

las. A concession stand will be operating for your
food and beverage needs, or you may bring your own
picnic lunch.

From Midland: Begin by traveling east on US-10
toward Bay City. Merge onto M-47 South toward
Freeland. Follow M-47 through Freeland to Titta-
bawassee. Turn left on Tittabawassee following it to
Mackinaw. Turn right on Mackinaw and follow
Mackinaw over Shattuck Road. MLS Cardinal Field
is located on the left hand side of Mackinaw, just past
Dale Road.

This year Good Shepherd Lutheran School has been
asked to provide a minimum of THREE volunteers to
take charge of the shot put event. In order to make
things run as smoothly as possible it may be advanta-
geous for us to have one or two extras as “relief” so
that no parent would be required to miss their son/
daughters event. If you can volunteer your time to
help out with this event, please contact Mr. Thies as
soon as possible.

If your family ordered a DVD copy of this year’s play
and musical, please be advised that the final cost was
$2.30 per copy. Although we have not received the
order yet, if you desire to pay for your copies in ad-
vance, you may send the fee for your order to school
with your son/daughter, or stop by and speak to Mr.
Thies.



We serve others in love.

Our Shut-ins

Please remember our shut-ins in your prayers.

Effie Bauer
3534 Arapaho Trail
Beaverton M1 48612

Pat Westphal

The Laurels

400 S Crapo

Mt Pleasant MI 48858

Dorris Wills
Bickford Cottage
Apartment 210

101 Joseph Drive
Midland MI 48642

Nancy Ehlears

Tender Care Nursing Home
4900 Hedgewood Dr
Midland MI 48640

Eighth Grade Graduation

June 7th will be graduation day for our eighth grad-
ers. This year our graduates will be:

Cheyenne Lehman,
Aaron Pretzer
Megan Schoch.

All three graduates will be attending Michigan Lu-
theran Seminary in the fall. Cheyenne plans to enter
the law enforcement field and hopefully working in
CSI1. Aaron Pretzer is also looking forward to a ca-
reer in law enforcement. Megan Schoch is looking
for a career in the mathematics field.

Congratulations to all three. Our congregation is so
proud of you!

Choir

It is always a pleasure to hear the choir sing and if
you have been blessed with a good singing voice and
the time, why not volunteer and share your talent? If
committing to an every week schedule at the present
time isn’t feasible, would you be able to make prac-
tices for special services such as Easter and Christ-

mas? If you think you might be interested, please con-
tact Amy Lindesmith, our choir director.

Scripture readings for May, 2009

May 3 Easter 4
Acts 4:23-33

1 John 3:1,2
John 10: 11-18
Psalm 23

May 10 Easter 5
Acts 8:26-40

1 John 3:18-24
John 15:1-8
Psalm 67

May 17 Easter 6
Acts 11:19-26

| John 4:1-11
John 15:9-17
Psalm 98

May 21 Ascension
Acts 1:1-11
Ephesians 1:16-23
Luke 24:44-53
Psalm 47

May 24 Easter 7
Acts 1:15-26

| John 4:13-21
John 17:11b-19
Psalm 8

May 31 Pentecost
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Acts 271-21

John 14:25-27
Psalm 51b






